MACDONALD'S PREMIERSHIP ENDS
behind him became most insistent, and, at last, when the
Speaker showed signs of rising again, MacDonald flopped
down into his seat, and the House sighed in relief.
Damaging as such a scene would be to an ordinary Member,
it would soon be forgotten, but in the case of a Prime Minister
it is fatal. As no Government could afford to allow its leader
to be everywhere an object of ridicule, MacDonald's position
ftecame quite impossible. The name of the leader of the Labour
Party as Premier of a Tory Government had once been an
asset. Now it was an increasing liability. Personally he had
become an Old Man of the Sea on the shoulders of Sinbad
Baldwin. The only question that remained was how to get
rid of him and that decision lay with the Conservative leader.
It is notorious that there is little of generosity or gratitude
in politics, but had he been willing, Baldwin might have
done much to break MacDonald's fall, at least, something to
cushion the shock. Instead he appeared to watch his con-
federate's progressive discomfiture with characteristic indiffer-
ence. Many a time he allowed his followers to launch attacks
on MacDonald, which, had he wished, he could easily have
stopped. Indeed, it more than once seemed evident that
Baldwin was not unwilling that MacDonald should appear
at a disadvantage. It might serve to keep him humble and
help him to realize how dependent he was upon the personal
support of the Conservative leader.
. On Monday, 19 December 1932, the all-important question
of unemployment was raised in the House by the Labour
Opposition. There was bitter antagonism between MacDonald
and the Opposition on this question. Believing that they
had the remedy for unemployment; knowing, too, that
MacDonald had preached that remedy a hundred times, they
were bitterly resentful that since he joined the * National *
Government, he had not only renounced his beliefs, but
denounced them.
This was a particularly awkward debate for MacDonald
as his honour was to be impugned, for on the last occasion on
which the question was raised, he gave definite pledges, which
it was alleged he had not attempted to carry out. It wou!4
be something of an ordeal to have to face the attack of the
Labour Members, as he had no defence to make or any
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